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Biography

An attorney and businessman, Joseph Baptiste is currently the Executive Vice President of Ecoworld, a nanotechnology research pioneer and world leader in nano-engineered industrial coatings. Ecoworld develops revolutionary high-value, high-performance coatings for military, automotive, industrial, electronic and medical applications. Headquartered in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, Ecoworld recently completed an APO transaction and is now a public company as of March, 2007. Ecoworld has been featured in publications such as the Wall Street Journal, New York Times and Time Magazine.

With his diverse background, Baptiste operates in a number of capacities for Ecoworld. On the financial side, Baptiste manages Ecoworld's investor relations function and is actively involved in identifying potential investors for the company. Recently, Baptiste assisted in closing a $6 million (USD) private equity raise and was instrumental in driving the stock price up by 50%. In addition, he created a presentation and pitched it to investors which brought in more than $8,000,000. Baptiste is also active on the business development front, sharing the responsibility of the continued expansion of Ecoworld's proprietary technology into new markets and industries.  

Baptiste uses his legal background in overseeing Ecoworld's risk management programs, including its Sarbanes-Oxley and environmental compliance initiatives and the company's corporate policy programs. He is responsible for interactions with government regulators, law enforcement, contracts, SEC compliance, and other legal matters. Ecoworld is a growth company, and as such Baptiste has had to strategically plan and create scalable, sustainable solutions from the ground up in order to compensate for future expansion.

Baptiste’s past work experience spans different industries, markets and disciplines. Baptiste began his career in British Petroleum’s energy risk management practice. There he was charged with the development and execution of financial hedging strategies for BP's Alliance refinery in Belle Chasse, Louisiana. Baptiste’s responsibilities also included providing forward market analysis and market intelligence for the Southeastern United States energy markets. His aggressive trading strategies were profitable throughout his tenure. Other noteworthy work experience includes engagements with Accenture, Philip Morris and the United States Department of Justice.

While in private law practice, Baptiste gained extensive experience representing issuers and underwriters in connection with public and private securities offerings, including venture financing, initial public offerings, secondary offerings and reverse mergers. He also represented a wide variety of commercial clients in connection with bankruptcies, reorganizations and restructurings. This experience included representing creditors in such mega-bankruptcies as United Airlines, Conseco and K-Mart. In addition, Baptiste offered strategic legal and financial consulting and representation to professional athletes, entertainers and professional management entities. At present, Baptiste continues to represent a select group of professional athletes in contract, public relations, and other marketing matters.

From the University of Notre Dame, in Notre Dame, Indiana, Baptiste earned dual bachelor’s degrees in finance and computer applications development. He received his masters in business administration and juris doctorate from DePaul University, in Chicago Illinois, where he was also awarded the certificate of distinction in taxation and contributed to the DePaul Journal of Sports Law. 

Baptiste is licensed to practice law in the State of Illinois, the United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois and the United States Tax Court. In addition, he is an active member of the Detroit Economic Club and the Notre Dame Alumni Club of Detroit.

